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Gaza food prices spike after Israel halts aid deliveries

Food prices in Gaza have spiked and aid food parcels could soon run out after Israel blocked the entry of humanitarian aid, the UN's
humanitarian agency said.
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Reuters Palestinian children gather to receive food cooked by a charity kitchen, during the Muslim holy month of Ramadan, in Khan
Younis, in the southern Gaza.

Palestinian children in Gaza gather to receive food cooked by a charity kitchen

Food prices in Gaza have spiked and aid food parcels could soon run out after Israel blocked the entry of humanitarian aid, the UN's
humanitarian agency said.OCHA's partners reported that flour and vegetable prices had more than doubled in some cases, with Gazans
telling the same.If the blockade continued, "at least 80 community kitchens may soon run out of stock" and remaining food parcels that
"will support 500,000 people, will soon run out", OCHA said.

Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu chose to stop aid at the weekend, accusing Hamas of stealing supplies and refusing a US proposal
to extend the Gaza ceasefire. A Hamas spokesman said the halt was "cheap blackmail".Netanyahu also said Hamas was refusing to
accept a six-week ceasefire extension, under different terms from those previously agreed, as proposed by US President Donald
Trump's envoy, Steve Witkoft.

After the halt of aid in response, OCHA said on Tuesday that some community kitchens which remain operational "will need to start to
adjust meal content or reduce the number of meals prepared to cope with anticipated shortages".Partners would also "be forced to
reduce food rations". While they are distributing previously dispatched food parcels, remaining supplies are expected to run out.The
foreign ministers of France, Germany and the UK issued a joint statement on Wednesday calling the humanitarian situation in Gaza
"catastrophic" and expressing deep concern at Israel's action.

"A halt on goods and supplies entering Gaza, such as that announced by the government of Israel would risk violating international
humanitarian law," the statement read. "Humanitarian aid should never be contingent on a ceasefire or used as a political tool."

The ministers said it was vital that the ceasefire was sustained, all hostages held by Hamas were released, and continued flows of aid
were ensured.Thousands of aid trucks had surged into Gaza each week under the ceasefire deal that started.

After the ceasefire's first phase expired on Saturday night, Netanyahu's office accused Hamas of stealing aid "to finance its terror
machine".Hamas has previously denied stealing humanitarian aid in Gaza
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