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Oscar-winning director Bong Joon Ho's confused sci-fi blockbuster is a 'serious disappointment'

Robert Pattinson stars as multiple clones in the South Korean film-maker's big-budget follow up to Parasite – and while the star himself
is entertaining, the film as a whole is a mess.
Robert Pattinson stars as multiple clones in the South Korean film-maker's big-budget follow up to Parasite – and while the star himself
is entertaining, the film as a whole is a mess.No best picture winner at the Oscars has been as exciting in recent years as Bong Joon Ho's
Parasite – and not just because it was the first ever victor not in the English language. A scabrous takedown of the complacency of the
rich, it was subversive in the way few awards players truly are, while its celebration within the gilded denizens of Hollywood added an
extra layer of irony.
For fans of the South Korean film-maker, the good news is that despite his added commercial stock, his long-awaited follow-up is no
less mischievous: a large-scale sci-fi filled with Hollywood stars and big themes it may be, but it mostly eschews the grandiose self-
importance typical of such an endeavour. The bad news – and possibly an explanation for its delays in release – is that it doesn't really
know what approach it wants to take instead. All in all, it must be considered a serious disappointment from the director.
At least Robert Pattinson fans will be happy to get multiple (well, mostly two) versions of the actor for the price of one. He plays
Mickey Barnes, a down-on-his-luck guy in a dystopian near-future, where floods of citizens are desperate to leave Earth, who signs up
to a space colony program as an "expendable" – that is, a guinea pig worker who can be deployed in various perilous experiments for
the benefit of humanity, only to be "reprinted" every time he inevitably dies, as a new cloned version of himself. Which is all well and
good, until version number 17 of him unexpectedly survives after falling down an ice shaft on the planet Niflheim – and finds Mickey
number 18 already installed in his living quarters. The question is: how do two versions of the same person learn to get along – or not?
The "reprinting" or human cloning premise is certainly one that should have plenty of narrative potential. It could be a rich source of
philosophical inquiry, given what it raises about the nature of the self, death, and more besides. It could also, of course, be the basis for
some decent satire, casting as it does its "expendables" scheme as the logical endpoint for a society that desires to exploit people
without consequences. Yet on the former front, the film seems peculiarly uninterested in dealing with the questions it throws up, while
in the latter respect, the comedy is so broad as to be completely
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