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JD Vance attacks Europe over free speech and migration

US Vice-President JD Vance has launched a scalding attack on European democracies, saying the greatest threat facing the continent
was not from Russia and China,
JD Vance attacks Europe over free speech and migrationUS Vice-President JD Vance has launched a scalding attack on European
democracies, saying the greatest threat facing the continent was not from Russia and China, but "from withinIt had been expected that
Vance would use his speech at the Munich Security Conference to address possible talks to end the war in Ukraine.
Instead, he spent the majority accusing European governments - including the UK's - of retreating from their values, and ignoring voter
concerns on migration and free speech.The address was met by silence in the hall, and later denounced by several politicians at the
conference. German Defence Minister Boris Pistorius said it was "not acceptable"Vance repeated the Trump administration's line that
Europe must "step up in a big way to provide for its own defence".
The Ukraine war was mentioned, with Vance saying he hoped a "reasonable settlement" could be reached, after US President Donald
Trump's surprise announcement earlier this week that he and Russia's Vladimir Putin had agreed to begin peace talks. But Vance's
address otherwise focused on culture-war issues and key themes of Trump's campaign for the US presidency - a departure from the
usual security and defence discussions at the annual conference.
He alleged European Union "commissars" were suppressing free speech, blamed the continent for mass migration, and accused its
leaders of retreating from "some of its most fundamental values
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